Abstract. Despite the growing awareness of societies and the plurality of the ideas of sustainable development, this vision has been still insufficiently introduced into life in many aspects.
Introduction
Despite the fact that economic development in the world today is positive in many ways, on the back of this development, in combination with the growing population, is increasing the negative impact on our environment. Further negative effects on the environment must be significantly reduced in order to ensure sustainable development. The use of environmental management systems is an effective tool for the promotion of sustainable development in society.
The role of the private sector in ensuring sustainable development is shown by Development Co-operation Report 2016: the United Nations General Assembly adopted the universal 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). These goals we need to ensure prosperity and equity for all. To achieve these goals, the participation of the private sector is essential . The private sector can be a powerful actor in promoting sustainable development in ways that go far beyond funding (Development Co-operation Report 2016). Over 70 % of goods in the world are produced by entities referred to as private sector. It is impossible to build a "green economy" without an active one participation of private enterprises (Ostrowiecki, 2015) . EMAS registered organizations play an important role in the future in the propagation of EMAS system in the world and Poland. EMAS system has a chance to exert an important impact on promoting the sustainable development aspects.
The main purpose of the author's own research is to assess the functioning of the EMAS system in Poland on the basis of environmental goals achieved by private sector organizations, including DCT Gdansk, indicated in environmental declarations for the years: 2015, 2016.
While preparing the article, the author assumed the following objectives:
 to analyse the statistics on the implementation of the EMAS system in Poland and the world;  to make see that private sector entities can also have a significant influence on the environment and promote sustainable development;
 to indicate the impact of environmental systems on a continuous increase in the awareness of sustainable development in Poland;
 searching for EMAS system barriers and weaknesses for private sector;
 picturing the achieved environmental goals in the case of a selected entity registered in the system for the second year.
To review the research hypothesis posed and research objectives, the author used: 
Research results and discussion
The  more competitive organization (4 replies) impact on the network of suppliers and customers (3 replies), economic and financial benefits (2 replies).
The following financial benefits were underlined, among other things:
 exemption from excise duty (coal);
 reduced waste and costs associated with its management and disposal;
 reduced quantity of raw materials consumed when using new, more efficient and more environment-friendly technologies;
 reduced pollution (greenhouse gas and dust emission along with dirty water discharge), which led to an increase in economic efficiency, but often required capital expenditures being incurred;
 lack or reduced fines paid for environmental pollution; prestige in the external environment, better (ecological) product;
 better living conditions ensured to those around, including the local community in the region.
Respondents indicated that despite measurable benefits, EMAS scheme also has weaknesses which include:
 the necessity to set out, document and verify subsequent environmental objectives, means extra costs and, in the case of large environmental goals, it may be difficult to put them into life;
 the need to develop regular environmental reports, which require the involvement of staff and management, and which may interfere with the on-going activities of the organization;
 no measurable effects in terms, if only, of limiting additional inspections related to environmental protection on behalf of state authorities and public organizations;
 no amenities with respect to grants for direct investments into environmental protection;
 no tax relief nor other benefits, e.g. in tender procedures, applications for EU funds;
 poor promotion of the EMAS logo in Poland, in many cases unknown by other organizations and citizens.
The private sector respondents pointed out that competing companies can easily get access to business information (production process, planned pro-environmental investments etc.), which they claimed to be a threat.
When asked about the main reasons for the implementation of EMAS in their organizations, the respondents indicated:
 needed continuous improvement of their environmental performance, the achievement of the next stage in this sphere included, as they had ISO 14001 system earlier;
 increased prestige of the organization, the promotion of environmental protection in the external environment included;
 increased involvement of employees in achieving environmental objectives;
 promotion of the idea of green management office;
 instruction of the superior authority.
The results of our own research are only a confirmation that the EMAS system is very important for building the company's image, much bigger than the economic effects (over 93 % of the surveyed companies). The author notes that private sector companies would be more likely to implement EMAS if there were more incentives from central and local authorities.
For the purpose of an in-depth analysis (along with the above-mentioned tests), the author also evaluated pro-environmental actions with particular attention focused on the EMAS system in DCT, which joined the EMAS at the end of 2016.
DCT -deep-water container terminal is the only such undertaking on the Baltic Sea, and in addition, this is one of the fastest developing Polish container terminals.
The company has a strictly defined environmental policy, made publicly available in form of Sustainable Development Document, Environmental Declarations. Therefore, the importance of the private sector (participation in generating of GDP for Poland over 80 %) is very important in the promotion of sustainable development.
2) The implementation of the Eco-Management and Audit Scheme is a chance to put into life the sustainable development guidelines. This can also be a chance to the organizations which already have ISO 14001 environment management system, to improve their further environmental actions within EMAS. To achieve measurable success in implementing of the EMAS system, the private sector must be involved.
3) The EMAS system is still not popular enough in Poland, and private entities are not eager to extend their earlier environmental policy by the analysed system. The firms of the SMEs sector do not appear to be interested in the system; contrary to ISO Systems, ISO 14001 included.
Indeed, there are still many weaknesses of the EMAS system, but it is also a signal for the authorities and the Ministry of Environmental Protection to conduct more effective education, more preferences for environmental companies, more activity in public-private partnership. A lot also depends on the education sector, which should be even more strongly involved in the development of pro-ecological attitudes in the economy. Based on the results of the author (and other authors), it can be concluded that the added value for the private organization through the implementation of EMAS was not significant. As shown by the study, in the opinion of the majority of respondents, the EMAS system rather has not contributed: directly to an increase in the competitiveness of the organization (93 % of the surveyed organizations), economic and financial benefits (87 % of the surveyed organizations).
However, the need to set new environmental objectives and to improve the system, the drawing up further environmental statements had an indirect influence on the increase in innovativeness and contributed to confidence in the environs of the organization, to the involvement of employees, the boards included. Private companies seem more interested in economic aspects, such as public funding access and call for tenders (Kivi, Gurvits, 2017 However, the costs of investments in the area of environment may sometimes exceed the shortterm revenues, but the long-term financial benefits and the environmental ones included can be significant.
As shown by the authors, one of the main barriers found in the implementation of EMAS relates to the difficulty of attributing positive outcomes directly to the EMAS (as confirmed by the author's own research).
9) Author believes that more initiatives from the state side and public organizations are strongly required to promote EMAS implementation and to increase the public awareness of the EMAS system, its main benefits and added values (Kivi, Gurvits, 2017) .
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